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FOREWORD

Turkey has left behind another year 
in which civil, political, and economic 
freedoms have been greatly eroded 
and various restrictions and violations 
continue to increase. The restrictions 
imposed as part of the fight against 
the COVID-19 pandemic also affected 
freedoms deeply in 2021, and pandem-
ic measures continued to be cited as 
a justification for freedom restrictions. 

One of the most important issues dis-
cussed in the early days of the new 
year was undoubtedly the rapid en-
actment of the “Law on the Preven-
tion of the Financing of the Prolifera-
tion of Weapons of Mass Destruction”, 
which was prepared with the bag law, 
and which is closely related to civil 
society. This law, the broad interpre-
tation of the definition of terrorism, 
and the enactment of proposals in 
favor of the government only among 
the FATF proposals have gone down 
in history as a step that increases po-
litical pressure on non-governmental 
organizations and further distanc-
es Turkey from democracy. Despite 

the publication of the “Civil Society 
Cannot Be Silenced” declaration by 
various non-governmental organi-
zations and organizing protests and 
demonstration against the decision, 
the campaigns were not successful. 
The justification of concerns about 
this law has come to light as time has 
passed.  Some non-governmental or-
ganizations that continue their work 
by establishing cooperation with dif-
ferent international organizations 
have frequently become the targets 
of pro-government media and social 
media accounts due to their critical 
positions on the government’s actions 
and targeted for espionage charges. 
By adding a new one to these political 
pressures, the way for the State Su-
pervisory Council to use the “authori-
ties of the supervisory council” of pro-
fessional organizations, trade unions, 
publicly beneficial associations, and 
foundations has been paved. All these 
events hurt the rights to association 
and assembly and deeply wounded 
the culture of participatory and plu-
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ralistic democracy, freedom of ex-
pression, and understanding of the 
rule of law. 

Restrictions and violations of the use 
of civil liberties were not limited to po-
litical pressures on non-governmental 
organizations; Turkey has lost more 
and more blood on civil rights. The 
government has continued to pro-
duce policies far from democracy and 
polarize society politically. The po-
litical oppression of the government 
has spread to universities; President 
Erdogan ignored internal procedures 
and elections and appointed Melih 
Bulu as the trustee rector of Bogaziçi 
University. Although the government 
tried to impede the rights of citizens 
to association and assembly, the uni-
versity’s students and lecturers con-
tinued to protest this decision despite 
the disproportionate use of violence 
by law enforcement. Also, Cases of 
insulting the President have gradually 
increased and become systematic. So 
much so that a citizen, who used their 
freedom of speech during a street in-
terview to criticize the administration 
and its policies, and said that the Pres-
ident should be put on trial was de-
tained,  as detained and subsequently 
arrested after the interview was post-
ed on social media.

The repression of power has pene-
trated everywhere, and the problem 
of politicization of the judiciary has 
taken on a different dimension. One 
of the most critical cases showing 
that the rule of law and judicial in-
dependence has been eroded is the 
cases of Osman Kavala and Selahattin 
Demirtas. Systematic pressure on the 
judiciary resulted in Turkish authori-
ties and courts ignoring international 
standards and law. President Erdogan 
has repeatedly stated that he does not 
recognize the decisions taken by the 
ECHR regarding Kavala and Demirtas; 
and said he had ordered the ambas-
sadors of 10 countries calling for Ka-
vala’s release to be declared persona 
non grata.

One of the most significant losses of 
2021 is undoubtedly Turkey’s with-
drawal from the Istanbul Conven-
tion by the decision of the President.  
While we go backward on the right to 
life of women and LGBT+ individuals 
every year, this decision represents 
the destruction of one of the most 
comprehensive legal foundations that 
underpin preventive measures to pro-
tect women and LGBT+ individuals.

Turkey has experienced and contin-
ues to experience an unprecedented 
decline in recent years, both due to 

the global economy, which has lost 
production due to the pandemic and 
due to the governance crisis, it is ex-
periencing in itself. At this point, the 
role of adverse developments in law, 
democracy, and civil liberties is unde-
niable. This year, we opened our eyes 
to the Halkbank Case. This case has 
been a declaration both nationally 
and internationally of how corrupt the 
Turkish banking system, which is seen 
as strong, has become. The fact that 
the Central Bank acted on political 
grounds and Central Bank governors 
have been dismissed before complet-
ing their term of office since the arriv-
al of the Presidential System of Gov-
ernment has made the situation even 
more difficult. The fate of the $128 
billion missing from the Central Bank 
of the Republic of Turkey reserves re-
mains unknown.

The appointment of three different 
names as head of the Ministry of Trea-
sury and Finance over the past three 
years and their resignation asking 
for their pardons has added a new 
dimension to our political literature. 
During these periods, the Turkish Lira 
experienced its darkest year, and the 
sudden and rapid decline of the Turk-
ish Lira could not be stopped. TURK-
STAT’s manipulation of inflation data 
throughout the year and the govern-

ment’s insistence on lowering interest 
rates led to a huge loss of prosperi-
ty. These situations have shown that 
Turkey’s economy is in the grip of a 
stable lack of politicies rather than a 
misapplication of policies.

Fires and flooding across the country 
have exposed the government’s insti-
tutional inadequacy once again. The 
government’s inadequacy in these 
matters, which has spent billions of 
dollars on many megaprojects, should 
be analyzed as a sign of a huge gover-
nance vacuum. 

Since the day we were founded as 
Freedom Research Association, we 
have worked and continue to do our 
best to produce public policies for 
the establishment of political, civ-
il, and legal regulations based on 
the rule of law, pluralistic democra-
cy, and human rights in Turkey; and 
to educate future generations within 
the framework of liberal values. We 
want to express our appreciation and 
gratitude to all the friends of liberty 
who have supported us throughout 
the past 2021; we wish a new year 
in which we are aware that we must 
protect freedoms more than ever.

With freedom,

Freedom Research Team
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VISION AND MISSION

Freedom Research Association 
(FRA) was founded in August 2014 
by a group of academics, business 
people, journalists and legal experts 
to conduct public policy research 
with a liberal and scientific approach. 
FRA envisions a free and prosperous 
Turkey. The mission of FRA is to pro-
mote evidence-based policy making 
among decision-makers and an in-
formed public debate in Turkey. Free-
dom Research Association is strongly 
dedicated to individual liberties, rule 
of law, peace, fair and competitive 
markets. We believe that a free and 

prosperous Turkey can only be found-
ed upon universal human rights, rule 
of law and a competitive free market 
economy which deters cronyism. “In-
stitutional Reform” is a key focus area 
of FRA’s research. Main aims of FRA’s 
projects on this area are as follows: 
To explore the suitable ground on 
which Turkey’s institutions can oper-
ate with reference to universal stan-
dards To propose necessary reforms 
which need to be done in processes 
and structures, based on internation-
al best case examples
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• The research should improve the 
knowledge that exists in the field. 

• All researches should bring inclu-
sive policy recommendations. 

• The theses proposed in the re-
search and the proposed policy 
recommendation should be con-
sistent with the method and find-
ings of the research. 

• All theses and suggestions should 
be well explained and the weak-
nesses /deficiencies of the re-
search (if any) should be indicated. 

• The resulting reports should 

be well structured, clear and 
understandable. 

• The language used in the research 
reports should be objective, inclu-
sive, constructive and equidistant 
to different views. 

• As long as it does not contradict 
scientific ethical values and the 
principles of the FRA, no con-
tent of any research is intervened 
based on freedom of opinion. 

• Editorial interventions are the ex-
ception to this rule.

CORPORATE STRATEGY

FRA focuses on universal and sci-
entific ethical standards in its work. 
They formulate their work as inclu-
sive as possible and in accordance 
with scientific ethical standards. FRA 
is strictly independent and non-par-
tisan. In order to protect its indepen-
dence, FRA doesn’t accept public 
funds from state institutions in accor-
dance with its by-law. Transparency 
and honesty are taken as the basis 
both for the internal affairs and pub-
lic relations. The rules that FRA has 
determined to ensure the quality of 
its research are as follows: 

• The main aim and the purpose 

of the research should be clearly 
explained. 

• The method of the study should 
be well formulated and applied 
throughout the research. 

• The research should provide infor-
mation/references about the oth-
er field works. 

• The research should be based on 
the most current and valid data 
available.

• The theses suggested in the 
research should be clear and 
justified. 
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IDENTIFICATION OF
PROBLEMS

To bring together the stakeholders who are rele-
vant to the research topic or the researched insti-
tution. The content, limitations and method of the 
research are determined in accordance with the 
feedback from these discussion(s). 

Organizing a conference, seminar or press 
conference where the results will be an-
nounced to the public. The research team (or 
its representative) shares the findings and 
outcomes of the research with the public.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
RESULTS TO THE PUBLIC

In the research process, the research team guided 
by a specialist will identify the problems in the field, 
their causes and their e�ects and explore interna-
tional good examples. The results of the research 
will be presented as a solution to the problem iden-
tified at the beginning of the research.

RESEARCH PROCESS

The final report will be shared with the relevant depart-
ments of the universities, public institutions and organi-
zations, media companies and relevant non-govern-
mental organizations. Going to the GRAND NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY (t to share policy proposals 
with the MP’s

ADVOCACY

General Process
in Research
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STRUCTURAL REFORMS IN TURKEY 

As Freedom Research Association we 
have been examining the problems 
caused by the economic recession in 
Turkey and the deterioration and cor-
ruption of the institutional structure 
in legal and administrative fields since 
2019. In the first phase of the project, 
which we carried out with the sup-
port of the National Endowment De-
mocracy and have aimed at increas-
ing the rule of law and accountability 
and preventing further structural ero-
sion; we have evaluated the issues in 
Legislature, Judiciary, Public Procure-
ment Regime, Public Personnel Re-
gime and Media Independence. With 
this objective, we have organised 5 
workshops, published 5 reports and 
produced 20 videos. Moreover, we 
organized meetings with represen-
tatives of political parties, members 

of civil society and parliaments. In 
these meetings, we introduced our 
project and reports by meeting with 
31 people from various parties and 
non-governmental organizations.

While we were very glad that the first 
phase of our project was complet-
ed successfully, we were informed 
that the second phase has been ap-
proved. In our new term which we 
call Phase II, we will take five new ar-
eas for evaluation; Post-Legislative 
Scrunity System, Political Party Law, 
Election Law, Constitution Making 
Process and Executive  Branch (Gov-
ernment System). For the next three 
years, we will continue to focus on 
structural problems in Turkey, devel-
op solutions and share these sugges-
tions with the public. Stay tuned!

Media Ownership and Freedom of the Press in Turkey

Judicial Reform Recommendations
to Ensure the Rule of Law



22oad.org.tr 23 oad.org.tr

As Freedom Research Association, we 
have been doing studies on civil liber-
ties, economic freedoms and the rule 
of law in Turkey since we were found-
ed. In this project, which we carry out 
with the support of Freedom House, 
we monitor violations in related fields; 
we interpret government policies, 
regulations and COVID-19 responses 
from a liberal perspective. We bring 
to the public’s attention the bi-week-

ly bulletins in Turkish and English. By 
including the issue of civil society in 
2021, our project topics became more 
diverse compared to the topics we 
started the project with in 2020. If you 
would like to refresh your memories 
of the past and take a quick look at 
what Turkey has experienced in 2021, 
the bulletins are accessible on our 
website: https://oad.org.tr/category/
yayinlar/ozgurlukgundemi/

MONITORING THE RULE OF LAW AND DEMOCRACY 
IN TURKEY 

All indexes measuring the democra-
tization scores of countries indicate 
that Turkey has regressed and be-
come more authoritarian in recent 
years. The decline of Turkey’s ranks 
in these indexes and its authoritari-
an tendency deeply affects freedom 
and human rights. One of the areas 
affected by this worrying situation 
is undoubtedly the freedom of the 
press.

Within this framework, we, as the 
Freedom Research Association, have 

been examining the situation of press 
freedom in Turkey since 2014. In or-
der to fulfil our mission in this regard 
in 2021, Assoc. Prof. Burak Bilgehan 
Özpek evaluated the situation of 
press freedom for us. With the sup-
port of Friedrich Naumann Founda-
tion Turkey Office, we have published 
a report titled “Press Freedom in Tur-
key (2020-2021) Report”, produced 
videos and organized conferences to 
share the findings and data we ob-
tained in this study with the public.

FREEDOM OF PRESS IN TURKEY 2021
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The stagnation and regression that 
Turkey has been experiencing in eco-
nomic growth and welfare for the last 
fifteen years are caused by the lack 
of will to make structural reforms in 
economics. With the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the situation of the economy 
has worsened worldwide, causing 
states to take more decisions against 
the market and economic freedoms. 

We launched the “Economic Free-
doms in Turkey 2021” project with the 
support of the Fraser Institute, VVD 
International and the Friedrich Nau-
mann Foundation Turkey Office  in or-
der to inform the public about Turkey’s 
economic situation and to encourage 
a reform initiative on economic free-
doms. With this objective, using the 
Economic Freedoms Index published 

by the Fraser Institute, we have eval-
uated Turkey’s situation in terms of 
the size of government, legal system 
and property rights, sound money, 
freedom to trade internationally and 
regulations. We also presented solu-
tions along with the reasons for the 
economic depression in Turkey.

Within the scope of the project, we 
organized simultaneous workshops 
in five areas and published a report. 
In this project, where we worked with 
reputable academics, we organized 
an online public conference for wid-
er discussion and representation of 
the report. We also prepared  seven 
videos, one of which is an animated 
video about economic freedoms. The 
total number of views of these videos 
has exceeded 150,000.

ECONOMIC FREEDOMS IN TURKEY 2021 

The deep wound on the freedom of 
expression in Turkey also affects the 
freedom of association and assembly, 
which are an integral part of this free-
dom. Considering the state of emer-
gency applications announced since 
the July 15 coup attempt and the 
COVID-19 pandemic sanctions, it is 
seen that the pressure and systematic 
violations regarding the use of these 
two rights have increased even more.

We carried out this project with the 
support of the International Demo-
cratic Initiative (IDI) to evaluate the 

status of the rights to freedom of as-
sociation and assembly in Turkey, and 
to inform the public about both the us-
age of these rights and violations. Giv-
en the objective, we have organized a 
workshop and a conference published 
a report and posted two videos.

While the number of views of our an-
imation videos, in which we talked 
about the basic principles of freedom 
of assembly and freedom of associ-
ation, exceeded 33,000, our online 
conference was watched live by 115 
people.

STRENGTHENING THE FREEDOM
OF ASSOCIATION AND ASSEMBLY
TO ENHANCED PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY

IN TURKEY
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The problem of “personalization of 
the administration” that Turkey has 
been experiencing since 2011 was em-
bodied with the 2017 constitutional 
revision, and not only the government 
system but also the political regime 
has changed. This change has brought 
new questions and problems; with the 
governmental system, the ways of re-
gime change began to be sought.

With the support of the Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation Turkey, a re-

port was prepared by Prof. Mustafa 
Erdoğan in order to bring a different 
perspective to the current system 
and regime discussions, taking into 
account Turkey’s political and social 
structure. As a result of our various 
advocacy campaigns for this report, 
we reached more than 250,000 peo-
ple. In addition, we tried to improve 
our sphere of influence by sharing our 
report during our meetings with rep-
resentatives from various parties and 
non-governmental organizations.

AN ALTERNATIVE GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM:
EMPOWERED PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM 
PROJECT

Another project we have launched in 
2021 is ZoomPolitikon. With this proj-
ect, we aim to start a new and young 
liberal network to make an impact 
on the public debate and to present 
liberal solutions to modern problems 
like populism and identity politics 
and also to discuss the liberal solu-
tions to the increasing populism and 
authoritarian actions in the world.

In this context, to discuss liberalism 

from different perspectives, Prof. Bi-
can Sahin, Dr. Seval Yaman, Dr. Belgin 
Tarhan and Research Assistant Nuret-
tin Kalkan as speakers.  We are glad 
for having 30 graduates from these 
webinars where the discussions were 
intense and interactive. In these times 
where we can observe how import-
ant it is to discuss ideas freely, we, as 
Freedom Research Association, will 
keep working on this regard.

ZOOMPOLITIKON
LIBERALISM WEBINARS
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Our platform, which was established 
at the end of 2020, continued to mon-
itor the increasing prohibitive public 
policies regarding alcoholic beverag-
es in Turkey, to inform the public and 
raise awareness on this issue. As the 
Turkish Public Alcohol Policy Watch, 
we examined these public policies 
from the following aspects

• Dimensions of the public health 
crisis (death and illnesses caused 
by bootleg alcohol)

• Rapidly expanding black market 
data around increasing smuggling 
of liquor alcohol beverages

• Tax loss of the public

• Decreased purchasing power and 
rising costs due SCT-induced price 
increases

• Direct employment and income 
loss in tourism, entertainment, 
food and beverage sectors, and 

indirect employment and income 
loss in agriculture, transportation, 
glass bottle, plastic industry

• Legal evaluation of restrictions on 
rights and freedoms

• Teen unhappiness and future 
expectations

The data, which we published collec-
tively both at quarterly intervals and 
at the end of the year, was published 
in more than 30 national and inter-
national newspapers and television 
channels in the last months of 2021 
and the first days of 2022 and was 
deemed worthy of financial support 
by two different international orga-
nizations. The Turkish Public Alcohol 
Policy Watch, the only example in the 
field with our studies on this subject, 
continues its activities in 2022 with-
out slowing down. Don’t forget to 
follow our platform through our so-
cial media accounts!

TURKISH PUBLIC
ALCOHOL POLICY WATCH
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Turkey’s scores in the rule of law in-
dexes are decreasing day by day. 
Taking the weak separation and the 
dominance of the executive over 
the judiciary into consideration, it is 
no longer possible to talk about the 
existence of an independent and im-
partial judiciary.

Increasing the quality of lawyers, es-
pecially future generations, in order 
to improve the quality of the judiciary 
is one of the most important invest-
ments in the long run. This project, 
which we started with this awareness 
and motivation, aims to increase the 
capacity of young lawyers and senior 
law students and to share the expe-
rience with the inclusion of experi-

enced lawyers.

Our project, which was first shared in 
the last months of 2020, continued 
intensively in 2021: We produced 9 
seminars, a practitioner’s handbook 
and five videos in 5 months. In these 
five months, we received 1830 appli-
cations to our academy and had 364 
graduates. The number of views of 
our videos, in which our trainers eval-
uate the rule of law, fair trial guar-
antees, non-discrimination, and the 
right to freedom and security, has 
exceeded 129,000. We would like 
to express our sincere thanks to our 
partner in this project, Canadian Lo-
cal Enterprise Fund - Canadian Em-
bassy in Turkey, to our trainers and 
too valuable participants.

ONLINE RULE OF LAW ACADEMY
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CONFERENCE ON STRUCTURAL REFORMS 
IN TURKEY PROJECT

Within the scope of The Project on 
Structural Reforms in Turkey, we or-
ganized an online conference on 29 
May 2021 to deliver the reports pre-
pared by valuable names in the fields 
of legislative, judiciary, media inde-
pendence, public personnel regime, 
and public procurement regime to a 
broad audience, to discuss the prob-
lems and solution proposals in the re-
ports and to underline needs reforms 
in these areas.  This broadcast mod-

erated by Prof. Bican Şahin.  Prof. 
Ömer Faruk Gençkaya participated 
in the legislative process; Assoc. Prof. 
Ali Rıza Çoban presented problem 
areas and solution proposals relat-
ed to the judiciary, journalist Derya 
Sazak to media independence, Prof. 
Muhittin Acar to the public personnel 
regime, and Prof. Dr. Uğur Emek to 
the public procurement regime. Our 
promotional event was watched live 
by 227 people!
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CONFERENCE ON STRENGTHENING FREEDOM 
OF ASSOCIATION AND ASSEMBLY TO ENHANCED 
PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY IN TURKEY

We organized a conference on No-
vember 20 to discuss the state of 
freedom of association and assembly 
in Turkey, theirs place in legal texts, 
and what citizens 
need to know in 
the face of the vi-
olation of these 
rights. Moderated 
by İsrafil Özkan, 
the speakers of 
the conference 
were lawyer Vey-
sel Ok, Assoc. 
Prof. Ali Rıza Ço-

ban, and lawyer Baran Kaya. Our con-
ference was broadcast publicly and 
was watched live by 115 people.

ECONOMIC FREEDOMS IN TURKEY 2021 CONFERENCE

We organized an online conference 
on November 27 to examine the 
state of Turkey’s economic freedoms 
under the moderation of economist 
Enes Özkan. While the extent of the 
government was discussed by Prof. 
Murat Çokgezen, 
the legal system 
and property 
rights were dis-
cussed by Assoc. 
Prof. Ali Rıza Ço-
ban; sound mon-
ey was discussed 
by Dr. Eray Yü-
cel, internation-
al trade liberal-

ization Assoc. Prof. Özge Öner and 
regulations by Prof. Uğur Emek. Our 
conference, which was broadcast on 
the social media accounts of our as-
sociation, was watched live by 175 
people.
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STRUCTURAL REFORM TALKS: 
PRESS FREEDOM IN TURKEY 2021 REPORT

We organized a launch event to intro-
duce our latest report, which includes 
our monitoring of the current state of 
press freedom in Turkey, and to eval-
uate the current 
press freedom 
situation. The 
broadcast was 
held with Assoc. 
Prof. Burak Bilge-
han Özpek and 
journalist Nevşin 
Mengü under the 
moderation of 
Nurettin Kalkan. 

We appreciate your interest in our 
broadcast, which was watched live by 
432 people.
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We organized four workshops within the range of our 
projects during the year. Due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, we have organized workshops online. We hosted a 
total of 64 people in the workshops.

1

2 3

WORKSHOP ON AN ALTERNATIVE GOVERNMENTAL 
SYSTEM: EMPOWERED PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM

Our workshop, in which we set out 
the argument that Turkey should 
carry out a regime change with 
the government system, was or-
ganized online on May 22. In the 
workshop, following the evalua-

tions of the current governmental 
system, the experts discussed so-
cial and cultural factors, including 
the most appropriate government 
system and political regime for 
Turkey.

WORKSHOP 
ON ECONOMIC 
FREEDOMS IN TURKEY

We organized an online work-
shop on October 9 on this proj-
ect, which uses the Economic 
Freedom Index published by 
the Fraser Institute. The work-
shop consisted of five separate 
tables on the issues of the size 
of government, the legal sys-
tem and property rights, sound 
money, freedom of internation-
al trade, and regulations. Topics 
were discussed simultaneously 
at separate tables, and 23 valu-
able experts and academicians 
evaluated the topics and the 
state of them in Turkish eco-
nomic deeply.

WORKSHOP ON THE 
NEED FOR REFORM IN 
THE ELECTORAL LAW

To ensure pluralistic and par-
ticipatory democracy, we or-
ganized a workshop titled “the 
Need for Reform in the Elec-
tion Law” on December 25 to 
discuss the problems related to 
the electoral system and pro-
pose solutions. In this work-
shop, the electoral system in 
Turkey and the problem areas 
of the law were addressed in 
the axis of current discussions; 
an answer to how to propose 
amendments to the electoral 
law was sought with the per-
spective of democratization, 
representation, and pluralism.

1

2 3
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STRENGTHENING FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND 
ASSEMBLY TO ENHANCE PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY 
IN TURKEY

Recently, universities have witnessed 
numerous student protests and po-
lice responses to the protests. Es-
pecially with the Boğaziçi Protests, 
hundreds of students were put on tri-
al, and many were kept under house 
arrest. These violations against the 
exercise of rights have revealed that 
everyone, especially students, should 
gain awareness of their rights. In this 
context, we organized an online sem-
inar consisting of three sessions with 
the following titles for university stu-
dents on October 23:

• The Right to Assembly and 
Demonstrations as a Private Use 
of Freedom of Speech

• The Right to Assembly and 
Demonstrations in Turkey and In-
ternational Legal Texts and Su-
preme Court Decisions

• Things You Should Know When 
You Exercise Your Right to As-
sembly and Demonstration: Or-
ganization, Participation, Cases of 
Violation of Rights and Detention
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we moved our face-
to-face discussions and political conversations on-
line in 2020. In 2021, we continued our live broadcasts 
without slowing down and continued to seek answers 
to current issues and topics from a liberal perspec-
tive. We brought together experts in the field by mak-
ing 55 live broadcasts throughout the year, and we 
sought solutions to Turkey’s problems together. The 
total number of views of our programs has exceed-
ed 195,000. We appreciate your interest in the Free-
dom Meetings. We will continue to meet you with live 
broadcast programs in the new year.

ONLINE FREEDOM TALKS

Online Freedom Talks host expert 
guests from different fields every 
two weeks to evaluate the actions 
taken by the government in the 
fight against the COVID-19 pan-
demic from the perspective of in-

dividual rights and freedoms and 
to discuss Turkey’s political agen-
da. Online Freedom Talks consist 
of two parts: a 30-minute presen-
tation by experts in their field fol-
lowed by a Q&A session.

PORTRAIT 

The Portrait live broadcast program 
aims to explain the mission and vision 
of the Freedom Research Association 
to a broad audience and to explain in 
detail the projects carried out by the 
association. In this context, the proj-
ects and published articles are the sub-
ject of live broadcasts and discussed 
around the questions posed by the au-
dience in the question-answer section.

ALCOHOL 
AGENDA

Turkish Alcohol Pol-
icy Watch Platform 
carries it out to in-
troduce Turkey’s al-
cohol policies to the 
public, discuss them 
with a big audience, 
and discuss current 
issues.

Online
Freedom Talks

Portrait Alcohol 
Agenda



PUBLICATIONSPUBLICATIONS
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LIBERAL PERSPECTIVE: COMMENTARY

Commentaries are short articles reflecting a liberal perspective written by 
our experts, on a public policy related topic, 4-6 pages long.

Last year we published one commentary.

Comparative Alcohol Policies of 
Europe and Turkey
Çağın T. Eroğlu

In this commentary, Turkey’s position in alcohol policy-
making compared to European nations was evaluated, 
with the guidance of data from the European Alcohol 
Policy Alliance- Eurocare’s 2016 report titled “Euro-
pean Alcohol Policies Report.” It is emphasized that 
even though Turkey does not face a problem of over-
consumption similar to its European counterparts, 
the alcohol industry is much more rigorously regu-
lated in Turkey. 

LIBERAL PERSPECTIVE: ANALYSIS 

An analysis is an in-depth investigation of a public-policy issue from a liberal 
perspective, based on data and research, generally 20-30 pages long. Last 
year we published four analyses.

Turkey, Directorate of Religious Affairs, 
A Secular Democracy
Prof. İştar Gözaydın

The analysis is about how Turkey’s Direc-
torate of Religious Affairs (hereinafter the 
Directorate) was established during the na-
tion-making process of a secular and demo-
cratic Turkey, how it was used as an ideological 
apparatus to control religion in public space, 
and how the Directorate developed its own 
inner dynamics. While the dynamics between 
religion, secular democracy, and the Directorate 
are analyzed, religion is examined through the 
concept of “consent” within a Gramscian frame-
work; while the state intervention in religion, the 
historical development of the Directorate’s role in 
society and politics are examined alongside the de-
sire Turkey has to create a secular democracy. 
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The main goal of the study is to contribute to a 
more efficient policymaking and implementation 
process in the future that will not infringe upon 
personal freedoms by drawing lessons from the 
current vaccination policies. This is preceded by 
a general history and design of vaccination pol-
icies, their implementation; assessment, and 
evaluation. In the following parts, an analysis 
of vaccination policies in the COVID-19 con-
text, within the framework of public policy is 
provided; in order to provide grounded sug-
gestions for future vaccination policies that 
will infringe on personal freedoms as little 
as possible. 

Public Policies and Freedoms:
Vaccination Policies in COVID-19 Era 
Prof. Mete Yıldız

Moving from the hypothesis that the level 
of integration to the international econo-
my national economies experienced in the 
last 40 years, cannot be overturned in the 
short run as a result of COVID-19, the trading 
trends between countries, and internation-
al market conditions for essential products 
and services are discussed. In addition to this, 
the paper claims that following the crisis each 
country’s ability to create regional economic 
relations and sphere of influence will be dimin-
ished. Lastly, the paper examines the negative 
effects new globalization had on the competitive 
forces of the international markets; as well as the 
positive effects such as technological innovation 
and economic prosperity. 

COVID 19’s Effects to Global Economy,
Market Structures, Economic Freedom
and New Globalization
Prof. Harun Öztürkler
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Structural features of the demand and supply side 
of the Turkish economy before and after the pan-
demic were tried to be defined. In order to bet-
ter understand the demand side of the econ-
omy, the spending and saving behaviors of 
decision-makers and the crisis-based changes 
in these behaviors are discussed in detail. The 
supply side of the economy and the effects 
of the crisis were examined in the context 
of sectoral structure, market characteris-
tics and firm demographics. In addition, the 
measures taken by the government against 
the crisis, the effectiveness of these mea-
sures and their effects on individual eco-
nomic freedoms were evaluated. In the 
context of this evaluation, the study also 
developed suggestions about what al-
ternative economic policies could be.

Impact of COVID-19 on Turkish Economy
and Evaluation of Policy Measures
in Terms of Economic Freedoms
Prof. Harun Öztürkler

LIBERAL PERSPECTIVE: REPORT 

Our reports are generally prepared after a long research process on a public 
policy issue and include extensive reform proposals to the government in 
that particular area. Last year we published five reports.

The report discusses the problems in the 
current structure of media while consider-
ing media as a field that needs urgent re-
forms in Turkey. Alongside the financial con-
dition of media, its relationship with politics 
is analyzed and suggestions in these areas 
are provided.

Building the Media for Democracy,
Starting All Over: Tabula Rasa
Derya Sazak
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In this report, Turkey’s current status in terms of 
compatibility with the principle of rule of law is 
studied. To create a better understanding of the 
topic, the author firstly provides the conceptu-
al framework of the “rule of law” and its his-
torical development. This is followed by the 
assessment of Turkey with reference to the 
Venice Commission’s Rule of Law Checklist. 
This assessment is supported by the survey 
results targeted toward the participants of 
seminars organized by the “Online Rule of 
Law Academy.” The survey consists of 21 
questions and is aimed to measure the 
perception of participants about differ-
ent aspects of rule of law in Turkey. 

Rule of Law in Turkey Report 
Assoc. Prof. Ali Rıza Çoban

In this report, the fundamental issues with-
in the Turkish judiciary are examined in a 
multidimensional manner. The judiciary’s 
management and assessment, and its ac-
countability are emphasized for rule of law 
to be reinstated. The bulk of the suggestions 
is aimed to restructure the judiciary in order to 
guarantee its competency, unbiasedness, and 
independence of it.

Judicial Reform Recommendations
to Ensure the Rule of Law
Assoc. Prof. Ali Rıza Çoban
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The main focus of the report is showing that the 
main problem Turkey faces today cannot be con-
fined to the change in the governmental system, 
but rather the issue should be contemplated 
alongside other elements composing the po-
litical regime. In other words, to overcome the 
political crisis Turkey found itself in, the mea-
sures cannot be limited to changing the gov-
ernmental system; the whole political system 
has to be revised. With these in mind, the re-
port starts with an evaluation of the current 
system in Turkey, which is followed by a dis-
cussion on the most appropriate govern-
mental system considering the social and 
political life in Turkey. Moving from these 
discussions, a revised parliamentary sys-
tem model for Turkey; and approaches to 
improve legislative, executive, judiciary, 
and other parts of the state structure 
are suggested. 

Governmental System in Turkey and
A New Perspective for the Political Regime 
Prof. Mustafa Erdoğan

In this report, the current state of press 
and press freedom is evaluated in the pe-
riod from August 2020 to September 2021. 

The focus is on the mechanisms used by the 
government to be the sole actor to deter-
mine the flow of information, the president’s 
“right to be perceived right”, and in the con-
text of exercising this right, the work of the 
government to achieve goals such as normal-
izing the use of coercive mechanisms of public 
authority has been examined. In the mentioned 
context and the light of various indices and stud-
ies, media organizations are divided into three cat-
egories and each category is assessed in terms of 
legal constraints, financing, and polarization.

Freedom of the Press in Turkey 2021 Report 
(August 2020- September 2021) 
Assoc. Prof. Burak Bilgehan Özpek
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The report was prepared by Assoc. Prof. Ali Rıza 
Çoban, Attorneys. Veysel Ok and Baran Kaya, with 
İsrafil Özkan as the editor; to examine the current 
state of right to assembly and freedom of asso-
ciation in Turkey, the problems associated with 
invoking these rights, and to raise public aware-
ness about the place these rights possess in 
the constitution. While Veysel Ok writes on 
the meaning of the rights and their relation 
to freedom of expression, Ali Rıza Çoban ad-
dresses how the Turkish and European Court 
of Human Rights case law approaches these 
rights to assembly with special mention to 
court decisions. Baran Kaya’s contribution 
to the paper is providing a guide on the 
usage of the right to assembly through 
discussions on organization, violations 
of rights, and extrajudicial arrests.

The State of Participatory Democracy
in Turkey: Right to Freedom of 
Association and Assembly
Editor: İsrafil Özkan

The report examines the economic freedoms 
in Turkey, guided by the Economic Freedoms 
Index of Fraser Institute. In the report edited 
by Enes Özkan, Prof. Murat Çokgezen writes 
on the topic size of government while Assoc. 
Prof. Ali Rıza Çoban discusses the legal system 
and property rights; Asst. Prof. Eray Yücel pro-
vides information on hard currency, Assoc. Prof. 
Özge Öner writes on international trade liberty 
and, Prof. Uğur Emek with Asst. Prof. Didem Pek-
kurnaz address regulations. 

Economic Freedoms in Turkey 2021 Report 
Editor: İbrahim Enes Özkan
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The violations of civil and economic lib-
erties, as well as the rule of law principle 
in Turkey, are at a concerning level. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has created an en-
vironment for the government to restrict 
or even deny the fundamental rights and 
freedom of citizens and creating an en-
vironment of fear for civil society. None-
theless, as the Freedom Research Asso-
ciation, we managed to establish a new 
bulletin titled “Freedom Observer.” In this 
project, our aim is to observe and create 
public awareness of the complex ways 
in which the pandemic threatens funda-
mental freedoms in Turkey. 

As of 2021, we have included the sub-
ject of civil society in the contents of our 
bulletin, in which we have been moni-
toring and evaluating the government’s 
response to the pandemic and develop-
ments in the fields of civil and economic 
freedoms, and rule of law since October 
2020. Thus, we aimed to examine the ef-
fects of the “Law on the Prevention of 
Financing of Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion” on non-governmental organizations 
and possible violations. . Our bulletins are 
shared with the public and stakeholders 
in Turkish and English every two weeks; 
We use our expertise to deliver scientific, 
non-partisan research on public policy.

BULLETIN
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